Commissioned Minister Curriculum


Year A

Theme:  As Disciples of Christ and as a minister

9 Meetings
Foundations: Who We Are as Disciples

Text:
Handbook for Today’s Disciples, Cummins, Duane D. (required)
Papers:
Why I am a Disciple?

What I believe is most distinctive about the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Deeper Study:
Disciples History

Text:
Joined in Discipleship, Toulouse, Mark. (required) 

Paper:
My favorite character from Disciples history is ​​​________ because…

My Personal Identity as a Disciples Minister

Text:
Personal Journal

Papers:
Who am I as a minister?

Who am I as a person?

God’s call in my life.


My gifts as a minister. 

Year B

Theme:  Family Systems and Church Dynamics

9 meetings

Practical considerations of the church as an emotional and spiritual system

Text:
Creating a Healthier Church, Richardson (required) 

Papers:
What do I do when I am criticized by someone in my family?


What do I do when I am criticized by someone in my church?

Church Conflict: Listening and Talking Together/Counseling

Text:
Clergy Killer, Rediger, Lloyd G. (required) 
Papers:
I understand my authority in the church is...


When my authority is challenged, I …

Church Administration, Planning and Church Ethics

Text:
Church Administration and Finance Manual: Resources for Leading the Local Church. Crumroy, Otto F.; Kukawak, Stan, and Frank M. Witman. (required)

Papers:
My vision for my local church is …


My plan for achieving this vision is …

Practical ministry topics for discussion:

· The functioning of church boards

· Role of elders

· Role of deacons

· Role of committees

Recommended reading for further study:

· Generation to Generation, Friedman, Edwin H.
· Friedman’s Fables, Friedman, Edwin H.
· Church Conflict, Cosgrove & Hatfield
Additional Training:
Training programs offered by PREPARE, ENRICH, and MATE

Year C

Theme:  Spirituality
9 Meetings
Personal Spirituality:

Text:
Spiritual Theology: The Theology of Yesterday for Spiritual Help Today.  Allen, Diogenes.
Papers:
How I nurture my own personal spiritual life – really.


When I need someone to help me in my spiritual life I …

Additional Assignments:
Develop and preach a sermon on spirituality

Corporate Spirituality and the Ministries of Small Groups

Text:
A Spiritual Formation Workbook Smith, James Bryan; and Richard J. Foster (required)

Recommended Reading: 

· Devotional Classics - Selected Readings for Individuals and Groups, Smith, James Bryan; and Richard Foster.
· Wilderness Time: A Guide for Spiritual Retreat, Griffin, Emilie.
Papers:
How small groups have helped hold me accountable for my personalspiritual development.


My vision for growing spiritually as a member of the church.

Discussion Topics: 

· Role of small groups in the life of the church

· How worship traditions change-or don’t change

· Practical elements of a spiritual discipline

· How small groups can be helpful and hurtful in church like 

Recommended Reading for Further Study:

Return of the Prodigal, Nouwen, Henri.
Corporate Spirituality: Worship and Church Traditions
Text:
So You’re Thinking About Contemporary Worship, Carson, Tim & Kathy. (required)

Chalice Worship
Papers:
During a worship service I feel myself closest to God when…


  
In my own congregation, worship is … 

Year D

Theme:  Bible and Theology
9 meetings 

Biblical/Theological Foundations

Text:
How to Think Theologically, Stone, Howard, and James O. Duke. (required)

Recommended Readings:  

Entry Level:
Heritage of Biblical Faith, Hyatt, J. Phillip.
Advanced Level:
Christian Theology: An Introduction, Mc Grath.
Papers:
What I believe about the church…


What I believe about the Bible…

The Bible in Preaching and Teaching
Text:
Disciples and the Bible, Boring, Eugene. (required)

Papers:
What I believe about God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit…

What I believe about ministry…

Personal Biblical Theology: Issues of Faith, Belief, and Evangelism

Text:
Policies and Criteria for the Order of the Ministry and the Design of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada and in the Southwest. (online)


Basics of Christian Education, Tye, Karen B. (required)

Papers:
What I believe about Baptism, Communion, and Ministry…

Practical Discussion about:

· Clergy misconduct and fiduciary trusts: sexuality, finance, time, all aspects of personal conduct.

· Conducting essential services: funerals, baptism, communion, weddings, etc. 

· Finding a place of service

Recommended Readings for Further Study:

· The Message: the New Testament, Psalms, and Proverbs in Contemporary Language.  Peteron, Eugene H.
· Naming the Powers, Wink, Walter.
· --- Engaging the Powers

· The Spiritual Formation Bible. “Growing in Intimacy with God” Zondervan Press.

