Constitution of the Bluebonnet Area / Lower Rio Grande Valley District 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest
Preamble

In order that the Bluebonnet Area / Lower Rio Grande Valley District of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) may function in harmony with other manifestations of the Church in fulfilling the great commission of our Lord, in order to provide effectiveness and comprehensiveness in witness, mission, and service, in order to assist congregations and individuals in fulfilling their distinctive ministries, we commit ourselves to one another in adopting this design for the Bluebonnet Area and Lower Rio Grande Valley District.

In doing so, we affirm the inclusive nature of the Church, transcending all barriers of race, nationality, and culture; we affirm our unity and our diversity, our need for cooperation, and our respect for congregational autonomy.

As members of the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ];

We confess that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and proclaim Him Lord and Savior of the World.

In Christ's name and by His grace, we accept our mission of witness and service to all people.

We rejoice in God, maker of heaven and earth, and in the covenant of love which binds us to God and to one another.

Through baptism into Christ, we enter into newness of life and are made one with the whole people of God.

In the communion of the Holy Spirit, we are joined together in discipleship and in obedience to Christ.

At the table of the Lord, we celebrate with Thanksgiving the saving acts and presence of Christ.

Within the universal church, we receive the gift of ministry and the light of scripture.  

In the bonds of Christian faith, we yield ourselves to God that we may serve the One whose kingdom has no end.

Blessing, glory and honor be to God forever.  Amen.

Article I.  Name

The name of this organization is the Bluebonnet Area / Lower Rio Grande Valley District of the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ] in the Southwest.

It is the legal successor to Districts Seven, Eight, Nine, and Ten of the Christian Church in Texas.

Article II.  Purposes

The purpose for which this organization is formed and incorporated under the laws of the State of Texas, charter number 455862, are:

A. To proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

B. To nurture the member congregations through Christian fellowship and leadership development.

C. To unite our congregations in Christian mission by informing, planning, and carrying out those endeavors where combined efforts are needed.

D. To advance and cooperate with the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ] in all its manifestations.

E. To provide the congregations with an Area Minister who shall have the qualifications and duties set forth in the Bylaws and who shall be selected in the manner provided by the Bylaws.

Article III.  Membership

A. Member Congregations.  Membership in the Area shall include congregations of the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ] in approximately 65 counties in South Central Texas, generally encompassed by lines from Llano, east to Burnet, Round Rock, Georgetown, Lyons, south to Victoria,  Aransas Pass, Corpus Christi, Brownsville, west along the Rio Grande River to Laredo, Del Rio, then northward back to Llano.  

B. Regional Affiliation.  The member congregations of the Area shall be affiliated with the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ] in its regional and general manifestations, such as the Christian Church in the Southwest ["CCSW"].

Article IV.  The Annual Assembly and Special Area Assemblies

A. Time.  This Area shall have an Annual Assembly each Spring at a time and place designated by the Area Assembly.

B. Purposes.  The Annual Assembly shall be held for:

1. Inspiration, fellowship, and edification.

2. A Congregational meeting held in the Spring of each year, the agenda for which shall be distributed to Area congregations at least two [2] weeks prior to the meetings.
3. Election of officers.  

4. Decision about time and place for the Assembly the following year.

5. The conduct of other business as submitted through the Board of Directors or Administrative/Program Council.

C. Special Area Assemblies.  The Board of Directors may call a Special Area Assembly upon 60 days written notice to the congregations.  Such notices shall state the purpose and proposed agenda of any such Special Area Assembly.

D. Representation.  All members of Area congregations may attend and participate in Area Assemblies. 

Article V.  The Area Board of Directors

A. Composition and Function.  The Area Board of Directors shall represent the member congregations.

1. Composition.  It shall be composed of:

a. Two lay representatives from each member congregation.  Member congregations shall elect or appoint their own lay representatives and designate their terms of office.

b. Congregations with over 300 members are entitled to one additional lay representative.

c. Members of the Area Administrative/ Program Council as defined below.

d. Ministers with standing as listed, or eligible to be listed, in the current Yearbook and Directory of the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ], who live within the Area.

e. Area Minister and other program staff ex-officio without vote.

2. Meetings.  The Board of Directors shall meet at least twice a year.  Notification of any regular or called meeting of the Board of Directors shall be given in writing at least two weeks prior to the meeting.  Meetings may be called by the Moderator or by a petition signed by any twenty [20] members of the Board of Directors.  Notices of any regular or called meeting shall state the purposes of the meeting and the proposed agenda.

3. Quorum.  A quorum shall consist of the members of the member congregations who are present.  A simple majority of those present and voting shall conduct business or decide motions. 

4. Function.  The Board of Directors shall process business of the Area (including approval of the annual budget), act upon recommendations submitted by the Administrative/ Program Council, formulate Area policy and ratify appointments.

5. Voting.  Written ballots on any issue may be requested at any time by  any member of the Board.

B. The Administrative/Program Council.  The Council shall convene meetings and have responsibilities as specified in the Bylaws.  It shall include the elected Area officers, the Area Minister[s], appointed department chairpersons, the chairpersons of any special committees, the chairperson or designated Area representative of the Board of Disciples Conference Center, Inc., a representative of the voting delegation from the South Texas Association of the United Church of Christ, representative of the Department of Church Men, and a representative from the Department of Church Women.
Representatives of the South Texas Association of the United Church of Christ, the Department of Church Men, and the Department of Church Women shall be appointed or elected by those organizations.

Other institutions aligned with the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ] may appoint one person as an ex-officio representative to the Area Administrative/Program Council. [I.e., DOMI, Good Samaritan Ministries, Patriot Heights, Texas Christian Missionary Fellowship, etc.]

Article VI.  Officers

A. Election, Tenure, and Duties.  At the intervals specified below, the following officers shall be elected by the Area Assembly at its Spring meeting to perform the duties normally associated with their particular office and those functions specified for them in the Bylaws:

1. In odd-numbered years, a first vice-moderator, second vice-moderator, and treasurer for a two-year term beginning at the close of the assembly following their election.

2. In even-numbered years, a moderator, a third vice-moderator, and a secretary for a two-year term beginning at the close of the assembly following their election.

B. Vacancies.  A vacancy shall be filled by election at an Area Board of Directors' meeting upon recommendation of the Nominating Committee.

C. Legal Representatives.

1. All Transactions.  The moderator, third vice-moderator, and treasurer are the legal representatives, or trustees, of the Bluebonnet  Area/Lower Rio Grande District.  Any two [2] of the three shall have the authority to enter into agreements and execute legal documents on behalf of the organization to buy, sell, exchange, or otherwise acquire or dispose of all securities or property and to negotiate and implement the legal affairs of the organization within the policies and guidelines of the Area  Board of Directors.

2. Transactions in the Ordinary Course of Business.  In accordance with the policies and guidelines of the Area Board of Directors, the Area Minister shall  have the authority to enter into agreements and execute legal documents with respect to transactions in the ordinary course of conducting  the business of the organization, but shall have no authority to convey real estate on behalf of the Bluebonnet Area/ Lower Rio Grande Valley District.

Article VII.  Departments and Committees

The program of the Area shall be maintained by the departments and standing committees specified in the Bylaws and such special committees as the Area Board or Administrative/ Program Council shall establish from time to time.

The Bylaws shall specify the nature and function of the departments and standing committees as well as the method of selecting leaders and members thereof.

Article VIII.  Clusters of Area Congregations

Within the Bluebonnet Area/Lower Rio Grande Valley District metropolitan and other common interest congregations will organize into Clusters to promote greater fellowship and to coordinate their common concerns and shared ministries.  The degree of organizational structure will be voluntary and based on each Cluster's needs as indicated by the leadership of the congregations within the Cluster.

The following are the presently identified clusters within the Area:  Alamo [San Antonio area], Capital [Austin area], Coastal [Corpus Christi area], Hill Country [Kerrville, Burnet, Bertram area], and Town and Country [Lockhart Area], and the Lower Rio Grande Valley District. 

Article IX.  Rules of Order

The applicable rules of order at any meeting of any body created or authorized under this Constitution, or the Bylaws, shall be the current edition of Roberts Rules of Order in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are consistent with the Constitution or Bylaws.
A. The Chairperson or presiding member of any such body may appoint a Parliamentarian for any meeting if they deem such appointment to be advisable.
B. The Bluebonnet Area will have a parliamentarian who will also be responsible for recommending changes to the Constitution and By-Laws so that they are accurate and current.
Article X.  Dissolution

Upon the dissolution of the Bluebonnet Area/Lower Rio Grande Valley District of the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ] in the Southwest, the Administrative/Program Council shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all the liabilities of the corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the corporation by transferring them to the Southwest Region (or its successor) of the Christian Church [Disciples of Christ].

Article XI.  Amendments

This constitution may be amended by a majority vote of those present, entitled to participate, and voting at a regular meeting of the Assembly, provided written notice of the proposed amendment has been mailed to the members of the Board of Directors at least two weeks prior to the time the vote is to be taken.

This Constitution is adopted the 8th day of August 1990.

THIS CONSTITUTION WAS AMENDED THE 27th  DAY OF April 1996.

Joe Jones
Attested:  Charlie Ruth Brown
Moderator
Acting Secretary

THIS CONSTITUTION WAS AMENDED THE 25TH DAY OF APRIL 1998

Rev. Ruth Beal
Attested:      Cay Wilchek
Area Moderator
Area Secretary
THIS CONSTITUTION WAS AMENDED THE 27TH DAY OF APRIL 2007
Rev. Randy Frye
Attested:      Pat Garland
Area Moderator
Area Secretary
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