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A message from our Area Minister...

If you have not done so recently I'd like to encourage you to visit the BBA & CCSW websites for
some really very fine resource materials. The sermon preparation resources are remarkably fine. A
new look at our Mission and Vision Statement and our Confession is unifying. And, a rereading of
the church’s guiding documents, our preamble, membership guidance, congregational rights and re-
sponsibilities, etc. can be a meaningful way to remain connected to the area, region and general
church. About being connected, it seems that we are all more connected today than ever before.
Some of the connectedness isn't helpful. Recently, as I sat waiting for a flight from Love Field, Dal-
las to San Antonio, I could hear at least five conversations going on around me. It is not that I was
eavesdropping; these folks were on cell phones in a public place seated beside and behind me. One
guy was selling palletized spools of wire out of Alabama. A lady was reprimanding her husband in
Iowa for failing to empty a litter box. Another young lady was trying to get a refund for undeliv-
ered merchandise. And a couple of young men were chatting with girl friends. Good on them. But
it was for me an unwelcome level of connectedness. I like happy cats, but I don't need to know
about the ones in Iowa.

I had just attended a conference of Regional Leaders, Area Ministers and Area Moderators. Much of
the discussion was about “connectedness” as a way to foster collaborative ministry. It is a good
idea. But it made me smile. I smiled because all of us already text, type, tweet, Skype, email, fax,
write letters, cards and send out newsletters. I expect that the other folks at this meeting are much
like me. I have a mailing address at the office, a home mailing address and a post office box. I
have a personal cell phone, a work cell phone, a two line phone at the office and a home phone
with four receivers. The copier on my desk is also a fax machine and a scanner. And, of course, I
have Internet access at home and at the office. The BBA has a web site and I have a Facebook ac-
count. Obviously the challenge is not to find more ways to get connected. The challenge is to use
what we have in an intentional, deliberately collaborative way. Ours is the age old challenge of
changing mind sets, attitudes and habits. Doing the work of the Church is worthy of our best ef-
forts. May God grant us open minds and gentle spirits.

Prayer Partner Church of the Week

March 6 FCC Alice Elias Vasquez, Pastor (361) 664-4171
March 13 Central CC San Antonio Thom Albin, Pastor (210) 227-5273
March 20 FCC Beeville Geraldine Huckman, Pastor (361) 358-3227
March 27 Area Men'’s Ministries James McGuffee, Chair (512) 740-1512

Area Women'’s Ministries Melanie Holtz, Chair (512) 466-9716
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%@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
Q

g Attention Licensed Ministers/Candidates

If your license is expired, expires this year or you are a first time applicant
g there is still time for you to schedule your licensing interview for renewal/first
time license.

O
Q

g You may call Anna Facundo, BBA Office Manager at (210) 822-4345 to sched-

ii ule your interview.

Interview Date: Saturday, March 5th (12:30, 2:00, 2:45)

Below is a checklist of information required for your interview with the BBA/
LRGVD Department of Ministry Committee:

Q

e Application for Candidacy/Continuation of Licensed Ministry (contact Area
Office via email to get a copy)

Letter of recommendation from the congregation

Ministerial job description (if position has changed)

First time applicant's one page statement of call to ministry

o Certification that you have read the policies and criteria for the Order of
Ministry in the Christian Church (DOC) and My Ministerial Code of Ethics (can
be found on our website: www.bluebonnetarea.org, Resources page)

o Attended Sexual Misconduct Prevention Training (You only need to attend
once, if you have already attended your certificate should be on file. If you
haven't you need to attend the course before your license is approved.)

RORORORORORE
CRCRCACACACACACACRCRRORORE

OO000000000000000000
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niaﬂglg Disciple Oaks Retreat Center

Open House &
20th Anniversary Celebration

center  Saturday, March 26 * 9 am—3 pm * Gonzales, Texas

ain us fo celebrate 20 yeors of ministry and hospitality

at the camp ond retreat center owned by the Blushonnet
and Coastal Plains Areas of the Christion Churd {Disciples
of Christ) — your campl

H you've never visited before, this is a great event to leorm
more obout how we serve Texas Disciples. From church
retreats and meetings to summer comps, Disciple Oaks
Retreat Center (also known as *Gonzn”) is o ploce for
spiritual growth and lifelong friendships and memories.

We're olways creating new opportunities — we're amidst

the early building stages of a professional-level challenge
course (low and high ropes), with unique elements not found
elsawhere in Central Texos. Come leam more obaut it.

Bring a carlood and see you on March 26th!

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
200 am=3:00 pm:
Disciple Ooks Booth
Comp 2010 Shideshows
Comp Historical Phota Display
Chair Mossage
Health Screening
Bload Mabile
Fishing {bring your pole!)
Conoeing/Poddleboating
Prayer Labyrinth
Prayer Boam
Arts & Crofts
Tell Your Story: Be a Video Star
10:00 mmn=2:00 pm, hourdy:
Huoyride Tours
Walking Towrs
Energizers {Chistion nambics)
%:30 Guided Mondalo: Meditation
10:30 Musical Entertainment
11:30 Challenge Course Presentation
12:30 BRO Lunch, Birthday Coke Dessert
1:00 Group Singing: Comp Songs
1:30 Challenge Course Presentation
1:30  Musical Entertainment
2:00 Drowing for o Free Weekend for Five
2:05 Softhall Gome (if encugh ployars)
Ledio Divina, “Socred Reading™ Maditation

Feul fraa 1o sty overnight on Fridoy ar Smiurday night: You' re weltoma ta stay of| day Saturdiy to enfoy the mmp
Bring your sleeping bag or badding, atc, Yoor RSYP & appracioted of B30-437-2900, Questions? Cafl us:

Disciple Daks Retrear Center = 673 Private Road 3381 = B mi. south of Gonzoles on Hwy. 183
830-437-2900 = discipleoaksretrent.net = Dale Fowler, Monager = daledoci@aol.com
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2011 Inman Honors

Banquet & Fundraiser

on
Sunday, March 27th

El Progreso Hall, 1306 Guadalupe Street

Tickets $35.00
5:30pm Silent Auction, 6:00pm Dinner

Y Inman

For information, contact 222-9641  christian Center
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Aiiiuiiiiiillhihiiiu

Fiesta means Celebration!
Join our fellow Disciples of Christ
for feasting, singing, fun and fellowship
at the Annual Area Assembly

April 29-30, 2011

Hosted by First Christian Church of McAllen

For more information:
www.bluebonnetarea.org or (210) 822-4345

Liiliii “L AA A iiih.&ll“

Llilllhhllililhlllilil

As information is received from the Planning Committee,
it will be sent out via email and posted on the Area website.




March 2011

Bluebonnet Area/Lower Rio Grande Valley District of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest Region

Page 7

NP3 AL s pdday
npa° N33 ET Z2nLpouru
SL5L-£57 (L18) TEnEupoy Tulsy
T IRLR]] UDIFELLLIOMN SBA B

FmRnddy i 0y (15107 20 ST I
TENSTI]) S 0 SUOLSeY AU o PRIpRIE 2 [
g e meidond Fomms sp Soomp e SeEmod AL

SASIO) J0 WONERPAIIIY,,

Ty =
BOTIEEpAQ) o emerfond @ ered (msw) =p somdosig)
PWENEIT) RrsE(E] ¥ 9 Se0iEeyg Te] 20d SOPEIAIIe mEs
Ay 0o omeRE o ererdord B e copemo sosm o]

SOSTLY 507 3] WONEJIPAY,

1107 ‘0T-S0 otung

_r.._ﬂ PEPIILAL] 3P ERNSE

.1 10T souedsty

sora)stury eied

OUEI2A 2p ojmnsuf,,

TS1U353i ]
SAUPIS
yunyD) efoune| 10j Jajua’) alug

TI0T ‘edefy 3p 07

TRIEI] ETIR) E] 3P SAEE
oLy ep A nenegsEan sod ofed n) somugriad
anb i sans8an 3y snb amepodon inm sg

ered sEis® mranacds=y s £ seneIuon uepand
SALNIITURLOURR SERG ap stuosasd 4 ssumsey
SOE00 NS sl

-rd eed anbawyp @ vwenfaous ) anb aseandzse
A sE39q 1) Fusoqo eied woldsy o TaUE 3p
SOUTSIUAL S5 E IEEAo) snb FUS pERsiy o

TUDIESE U] DPoY 2P SOJUauIn
Ty JvSed pund Dreg DUN OpUSIIaLyD
punpss 81 (rLg) aqus)) | ‘oduey

Wo2 SoUpsiSad 8) 17 01500 LBy Of S0JUSUHDE e

{saump) £ sasolsed sns
® 5005e8 50 JUGND B USpUSN S3E30| SEISE|E; w))
‘SEPUOTUDI 3P OUOY
A SEPEYOLI[E ‘SEUBGES "EWIED 'E[ES SuUN|Iu| BURw

85 ¥ 3P (207 09500 QST SoUoNUIe]  w

‘ugidas o eaum
Bp SEUDYO SEUnSE 3p oipaw Jod sa|queodsip

TE38q APH - Puosid Jod 1§ IuDRIEIERY W

‘PEI|NIEY B} A 505402 50| B SOPEUOIIE[R] 501588 50
SO0 TULIGND 310G - 00500 ARY O JENOLORE]  »

FEELSoT] 5P 07505

ST XL ‘o 1
UETBST T°F 0L

¥ anbag m5 Wea S[RILFEN 2P EI0 W5 NLATF JOAEF 10
perundey mowvemiog [
RIEII-¥PUe] PIQETOT BT
wRE=E] ¥ =P WOEIN P [
ETOPIE SIET I
wIZa[0a ], O] Wonnponu] [
OPEROPEIY-TRIRg EPIZ AT

(md get - wd per)
HTAVL

oy ap soqndrsn sof op FoGERE [

TIEATY SjINLIE]) I

[RI0iEE Fla[EsmaT) A opepmy [

PIEILIRE "7 ST KT

IR, ST [ TOCIpOnD] [
TN S g

(WECHT] - TV S8}
YNYNYIX

b0 b ()= ERLR e )

(T} wpumEas 1) omod oorde e
iz OpTEpaT “TRoalEREE 3P TR0 T8 S05InD S0P Rty

TR 9P U009

TIOTAOT/90 - TIOT/S000 ZFUIp S0] SEXAL ‘TIIog
j303 2 3IY FLIEURGES [¥ U2 OEIE EIRAS]] ¥

‘sonedsay sorRIsIEmm eoed oWERA 3P 0)nST |E




Page 8

Bluebonnet Area/Lower Rio Grande Valley District of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest Region

March 2011

CHRISTIAN, CHURGH
SOUTHWEST

SUMMER BRITE INSTITUTE 2011 - Programa de Verano
SCHOLARSHIF APPLICATION (U'SO DE BECA)
FECHA DEBIDA / DEADLINE: MAY 20, 2011

Nombre/Name:

Direccién Postal Mailing Address:

Crxdad/City: Estado/State:
Telephone contact# (_ ) = -~~~

Entiendo que sevé responsable de mi propio transporte y del coste de las comidas y que
la iglesia cristiana en el sudoeste pagara mis 5100 costes de registro./ Tunderstand that
I will be responsible for my own transportation and the cost of the meals and that the
Chrnistian Church in the Southwest will pay for my $100 registration costs.

Nombre del pastor/minsiro — Name of Pastor Attending

Firma del pastor! Signature of Pastor Attending

Firma del minisire dsl Arvea/ Area Mmister’'s Signature

Correo/PLEASE SEND THIS TO:

C.C.5.W. SCHOLARSHIPS
P.0. Box 1639
Fort Worth, TX 76101
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BBA/ LRGVD Women’s Ministries

With the bu59 holic{ag season behind us, ] have found myso]]c tal(ing time to look ahead and realized

that we have a lot of exciting events coming up on the calendar that are imPortarxt for the women in

our Areal

On March 25 - 27, Area Coorclinators and Consultants from around the chion will be traveling

to Grapevinc to attend the combined Leaclership Training/ RO.SE.S. Fvent. We have a full
schedule that weekend since this will be th_c P]ace that all of the new (Coordinators and (Consultants

will be trained on how to Cgoctivolg do ourjobs for the next two years, as well as meet with other

DWM leaders from surrounding chions as Par‘c of the KOSES event. Our Area

(Consultants and | will need to also find some time in there to sit down as a team and Plan the

SCPtember Women’s retreat too!

APri] 29 & 30 is when the BBA Area Assemblg will be held at FCC MCA”CH. ]’m sure

registration information will be coming out soon, so stay Postecl to future Chalice Newsletters, or

check the www.b]uebonnetarea.org, website for uP&ates.

On Junc O —~ 12, all women are invited to attend the chional Womenr’s Asscmb]g in the Dallas
area. | ocation and regjistration details are Fortrscoming from the Planning team and the Kegional

office soon.

Thcn, SePtember 2% ~ 25 is the [Tall women’s retreat! Mark your calendars now and start inviting
9our1criends to come with you to what is sure to be a wonderful weekend of Fc”owship, Praisc and fun
“girl” time! Qur kegnote speaker is the wonderful Ms. Sheila Spencer. Many of the women in the

| RGVD will remember Shei]a (who is a fluent Spaﬂislﬂ spoakcr> from when she visited the women
of the area last sPring as part of the “Gctting To K now You” tour.

] hope you are as excited as l am about these wonderful events and the future for Women’s

Ministries.

Blessings on you,

Me]anie Holtz
Coordinator, Bluebonnct Area/| RGVD
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Musings from Camp Gonzo

About 8 miles north of Gonzales, Texas is a little piece of paradise that some people call home away from home.
It's a place where you can act yourself and no one calls you a geek, unless it is said in jest. Some have admitted

they were the outsiders in school, the nerds, but when they cross the threshold intfo Camp Gonzo, they are the

leaders along with the football heroes and cheerleaders.

There are no horses or rock climbing walls; no blobs to catapult from on the lake or champion ropes courses. The
idea of a ropes course consists of a piece of plywood that is thrown down and everyone hops on o see how many we
can fit on it this year. The lake is really a pond but once in a while you can catch a guppy or two. (Newsflash: Dale
just said he caught a big catfishll) Fun is just getting the crowd going, jumping up and down and shaking your fist to
guitar rifts. The guest speaker we had last year said he had never seen a camp so simple with nothing big to occupy
young minds, but that the campers have more fun at Camp Gonzo than any camp they have seen. Dress some one up
in a gorilla suit and you have a mascot for a week! The oversized monkey showed up in all the Camp Gonzo News
videos and even kidnapped the camper that screamed to the camera, "I found out what pretty-kitty-man-boy
means!"

This is the place that T count the days till the next rally or camp, even if I am an adult. There /s an adult weekend
retreat in October where we women meet for a weekend of fun and frolic through the Bible and Bingo games. But
the epitome of the rallies and camps is with the wild and goofy middle schoolers and the trying-to-be-cool high
school kids.

It was to one of these retreats with the middle school age that graced my weekend in January 2011. We were
divided into small groups for discussion, competitions and projects. I had a group of 4 wild and crazy 6™ grade
boys and two, way-too-mature-for-sixth-grade-boys, 7™ grade girls. On the bright side, the boys kept us
entertained breaking out in song and dance with their rendition of the Waffle Song. They came from 3 different
churches, so it was surprising that they all knew this song. Within 24 hours we had a Taco Song created to the tune
of the Waffle Song. (Yea, who needs Wiis and Internet when you have imaginations?) The girls had one word for
them...annoying. I, for one, prefer the never-a-dull-moment groups.

We had segregated tables at meal times. This phenomenon tends to happen at events lasting only two days. There
was a girls' table, a boys' table, an adult table and another table with the 8™ graders and any one else trying to be
top dog at the rally.

At Saturday night dinner, the boys' table was the liveliest, so I chose to grace them with my presence. The girls
finished before the boys and proceeded to the dilapidated ping-pong tables for a game of pong using what ever
they can find. Tonight, it is beach balls and half paddles. The boys look over and one makes a comment, "Hey man,
they got our hang out place.” Some one else says, "Yea, how are we gonna get rid of them?" They started to plot
schemes in ousting the enemy, when I speak up. "Why don't you just join them?” The looks on their faces were
totally indescribable. You could tell the wheels were spinning as to how to respond. It was a look between dismay
and “do you really think they would let us” and “are you kidding, they are girls!?" and "by the way what /s a pretty-
kitty-man-boy?"

Registration is coming up for Summer Camps! Don't let your children miss out!

Rev. Maggie Mossler, Chi Rho Camp 2011 Director
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The Regional Office of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the
Southwest Is Moving.... Again!

In 2007, the Regional Council made the decision to sell the Regional Office building on South Uni-
versity Drive in Fort Worth. The staff then moved in December 2007 to Park Plaza - just off of For-
est Park and Interstate 30, moving from 10,000 square feet to 1,700 square feet. AND NOW, in
2011...we are moving to a whole new concept. We are closing our physical office space and going
COLLABORATIVE!!

What does this mean? First of all, service to congregations and pastors will not change. In fact, we
are planning that it will be even better! Taking advantage of all the technology that is available to
stay connected, to communicate, and to get work done effectively and efficiently --we are em-
bracing the 21st century (like many others have already done) and moving to a new set-up. The
move is scheduled for the week of February 1st, but many of the transitions are already under-
way.

The Regional Minister, Dani Loving Cartwright, will establish an office space in her home for the
time that she is not on the road or at a meeting. Meetings will be held in churches, restaurants, or
even at Starbucks - depending on the purpose of the meeting. With cell phone, laptop, and
eFax....she will be continuing to do her work as always.

The Regional Minister’s Administrative Assistant, Andrea Gantz, will be officing out of her home,
as well.

The permanent and confidential files will be stored at a space in a church which will be secured
for only CCSW personnel to access. Andrea will also use the technology available to do her work
effectively and efficiently—just in a new place! She will maintain our records in the same way as
she has been, but will schedule “filing times” at the church location where the files are

stored. Our “office hours” will remain the same, with the main telephone number being answered
from 8:00 a.m. until 5 p.m. Monday- Thursday. Messages may be left during non-working hours
which will be returned on the next business day.

The Region’s CPA, Lori Wahlgren, will also work from her home office using all the technology
available to her, as well. Lori works with us only a few hours each week (more hours for end-of-
year and audit preparation and less in other times.) She will continue to handle accounts payable
on the 15th and the 30th of each month, as we have been for the past five years.

The savings in rent will save more than $32,000 in the Region’s budget . In 2010, there was a sig-
nificant shortfall in the Regional Budget - and the Executive Committee of the Region determined
that this is one way to address the tighter budget needs in a way that helps us embrace some fu-
ture-moving direction and innovation.

Continued on next page . . .
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Continued from previous page . . .

For your reference, here are the numbers that you will need:

CCSW—Main Number—Andrea Gantz (817) 926-4687
Dani Loving Cartwright, Regional Minister (817) 944-8794
Lori Wahlgreen, Finance (817) 773-6786
FAX: (TOLL FREE) (866) 229-0031

Our Mailing Address will remain the same:

Christian Church in the Southwest
P.O. Box 1689
Fort Worth, Texas 76101

God is doing a new thing.....even in our midst! Should you have any questions, or need assistance,
please let us know!

Standing Renewal Form Is On-Line

It is time again for our ordained clergy to share their Annual Standing Renewal Form with the Re-
gional Committee on Ministry. This is the opportunity for our active ordained clergy to renew their
standing credentials in the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). This is an annual responsibility
for all of our active clergy.

The 2011 Annual Standing Renewal Form is on-line in the Connected Community, part of the Re-
gional Website: www.ccsw.org.

Please note that the standing form is for ORDAINED clergy. IF YOU ARE RETIRED CLERGY and NOT
serving a congregation, you do NOT need to complete this form.

If you are already a member of the community. Simply log in with your username and password
and complete your 2011 Annual Standing Renewal Form.

If you are not yet a member of the Connected Community, click on Join the Connected Commu-
nity to begin the registration process for your access. Requests for access will be processed
within 24 hours of submitting your request. Once your access has been finalized, you will be able
to log in and complete the 2011 Annual Standing Renewal Form.
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Vic Einspahr - New Member of Fiers - Brown Society

Vic Einspahr received his membership certificate to the Fiers-Brown Society
during worship as part of the celebration of receiving offerings. The Fiers-
Brown Society recognizes more than a thousand Disciples member and
friends who have made provisions for a gift to benefit Disciples minis-

tries through the Christian Church Foundation. Vic created his legacy gift to
benefit First Christian Church by adopting the church. The congregation
joins Vic's three children and becomes his fourth heir.

The congregation is humbled by the generosity of this faithful steward of
the church. Our pledge is to respond in kind with acts of generosity to en-
sure the future of this grand old church. Since the congregation gathered
for worship in 1885, it has always stayed young in service to

the community and all its people. May Vic's legacy gift and the gifts of all
who love this church be transformed into the arms of Jesus who reaches
out to embrace the world, from our doors to the ends of the earth.

S

@1
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MARCH
4-6
5

8

9
12
12
14
20
23
26

APRIL
2

9

11

12
17-21
26-28
27
29-30

o
.
.
.
.
)
)
)

BBA TODAY

CYF Spring Rally, DORC

Licensed Minister Interviews, BBA Office

Capital Cluster Meeting, Hyde Park CC at 12:00 p.m.

Regional Men’s Project, Disciples Crossing, Athens

DORC Board Meeting at DORC

Capital Mentor Group, Hyde Park CC at 10:00 a.m.

LRGVD Mentor Group, FCC Edinburg at 7:00 p.m.

The Stage Connection, FCC San Marcos, 6:00 p.m.

Alamo Cluster Meeting, Rolling Oaks CC at 11:00 a.m.

DORC 20th Anniversary Open House & Celebration, Gonzales

Clergy Leadership Institute, Corpus Christi at 9:30 a.m.
Capital Mentor Group, Hyde Park CC at 10:00 a.m.
LRGVD Mentor Group, FCC Edinburg at 7:00 p.m.
Capital Cluster Meeting, Hyde Park CC at 12:00 p.m.
CCSW Leadership Team Spiritual Retreat, Dallas
RCOM, Ft Worth

Alamo Cluster Meeting, Rolling Oaks CC at 11:00 a.m.
BBA/LRGVD Area Assembly

We Want To Hear From You!

Do you have a special event planned that you would like to share with other congregations across the BBA/LRGVD?

+ Have you had a special celebration (pastor’s birthday, ordination ceremony, graduation, church anniversary, community
T event, etc.)?

Have you or your members served your community, state, or nation in a special way?

+ Please let us know! Please send your stories and pictures to Anna in the Area office (bba@ccsw.org) by the 15th of each
¢ month to include in the next month's issue.

L)
©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

(for more information on these events and others please visit our online calendar at www.bluebonnetarea.org)

The Chalice

A monthly publication of

BBA/LRGVD Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Allen C Allen, Transitional Area Minister Office: (210) 822-4345
1744 W Gramercy Pl Fax: (210) 785-0830
San Antonio, Texas 78201 Email: bba@ccsw.org

www.bluebonnetarea.org




