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A message from Allen C. Allen, BBA Area Minister . . .  
. . . Powerful Remembrance 

 
This Easter the power of the Resurrection engaged my soul in a new way.  
Maybe it is aging, or maybe it is a lingering memory of a recent spiritual re-
treat, or maybe it is simply Grace.   In any case my spirit was especially 
uplifted.  Today my devotional book included at excerpt from Visions of a 
World Hungry by Thomas G. Pettepiece.  He gives an account of being a po-
litical prisoner incarcerated on an Easter.  Though imprisoned he and a 
handful of Christians chose to have communion even though they had nei-
ther bread nor wine. In this account Pettepiece said to them, “We have no 
bread or water to serve as wine, but we will act as though we do.  This 
meal in which we take part reminds us of the prison, the torture, the death 
and final victory of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The bread is the body 
which he gave for humanity.  The fact that we have none represents very 
well the lack of bread in the hunger of so many millions of human beings.  
The wine, which we don’t have today, is his blood and represents our 
dream of a united humanity, of a just society, without differences of race or 
class.”   
 
He held out his empty hand to the first person on his right, and placed it 
over his colleagues open hand, and the same with the others.  “Take, eat, 
this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” He 
continues, “Afterward, all of us raised our hands to our mouths, receiving 
the body of Christ in silence.  “Take, drink, this is the blood of Christ which 
was shed to seal the new covenant of God with men.  Let us give thanks, 
sure that Christ is here with us, strengthening us.”  They gave thanks to 
God, stood and embraced each other.  A while later a non-Christian pris-
oner said, “You people have something special, which I would like to have.” 
 
We do “have something special” don’t we?  It is good, each day, to remem-
ber that “Christ is here with us to strengthen us.”  May the blessings of 
Easter be yours this day. 
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Bluebonnet Area/ Statement of Income and Expenses January through
LRGVD General Fund March 2010

Jan 10 Feb 10 Mar 10 TOTAL

Income

42000 · Gifts from Area Congregations 11,753.78 5,618.26 12,473.31 29,845.35

42500 · Gifts from Individuals 100.00 100.00 100.00 300.00

45000 · Christian Church in the SW 1,223.25 2,446.50 1,223.25 4,893.00

45200 · Investment Income 128.50 14.43 0.00 142.93

46000 · Licensed Minister's Trng Books 0.00 0.00 50.00 50.00

Total Income 13,205.53 8,179.19 13,846.56 35,231.28

Expense

50100 · Area Minister 13,712.64 6,468.61 11,078.01 31,259.26

50500 · Staffing Costs 2,932.86 2,932.86 1,572.86 7,438.58

52000 · Operating Expenses 3,566.27 2,195.81 1,570.84 7,332.92

60000 · Departments/Committees 0.00 62.00 0.00 62.00

Total Expense 20,211.77 11,659.28 14,221.71 46,092.76

Net Income -7,006.24 -3,480.09 -375.15 -10,861.48

Note:  The deficit for the First Quarter of 2010 reflects two extraordinary expenses paid during  

this time.  We paid $6,500 to the region to reimburse expenses they incurred on our behalf in 2009. 

We also paid $6,000 in moving expenses for Rev. Allen.  Expenses should normalize in April, 2010.
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Bluebonnet Area/LRGVD Balance Sheet As of April 12, 2010

Apr 12, 10

ASSETS

Current Assets

Checking/Savings

10080 · FirstMark Non Profit Savings 5.00

10090 · First Mark CU Checking 95,528.63

10095 · First Mark CU Savings 100.00

10100 · L B Thompson Fund/Geriatric Care 221,099.57

Total Checking/Savings 316,733.20

Other Current Assets

16000 · Prepaid Background Checks 60.00

Total Other Current Assets 60.00

Total Current Assets 316,793.20

TOTAL ASSETS 316,793.20

LIABILITIES & EQUITY

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Credit Cards

24030 · VISA Compass Bank -10.00

Total Credit Cards -10.00

Other Current Liabilities

21000 · Pass Through Liabilities

21010 · Area Benevolence Fund 213.39

21050 · Chalice Dove Ministries 60.00

21250 · Men's Ministries 251.80

21260 · New Church Starts 12,825.66

21270 · New Church Start--Georgetown 5,000.00

21300 · Women's Ministries 845.99

Total 21000 · Pass Through Liabilities 19,196.84

23000 · Camp Scholarship Fund 2,000.00

23200 · Prepaid Camp Insurance 37.50

Total Other Current Liabilities 21,234.34

Total Current Liabilities 21,224.34

Total Liabilities 21,224.34

Equity

30000 · Opening Balance Equity 76,736.33

38000 · Lucy B. Thompson Fund Principal 211,565.97

38005 · Luby B. Thompson Interest 9,533.60

39000 · Unrestricted Net Assets -314.76

Net Income -1,952.28

Total Equity 295,568.86

TOTAL LIABILITIES & EQUITY 316,793.20
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SWGSM Celebrates 25th AnniversarySWGSM Celebrates 25th AnniversarySWGSM Celebrates 25th AnniversarySWGSM Celebrates 25th Anniversary    
 
Special luncheon and worship planned on May 8 as part of the Southwest 
Hispanic Convention Confraternidad (Fellowship Gathering) 
 
Please plan to join us on Saturday, May 8, at our Bayview, Texas , facility 
for a 25th anniversary celebration of Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries. 
 
The celebration will take place during the Southwest Hispanic Convention 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), which begins at 10 a.m. Felib-
erto Pereira, SWGSM Founder and Executive Director, will speak about the 
ministry’s 25 years of service to refugees and the poor. 
 
A special luncheon follows at noon. Tickets to the lunch are $10 each, with 
all proceeds going to the ministry. 
 
At 1 p.m., David Vargas, president of the Division of Overseas Ministry 
and Co-Executive of Global Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ), will speak at a special worship service of the Southwest Hispanic 
Convention in the Chapel of Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries. The 
Rev. Vargas is the person who suggested the name “Southwest Good Samari-
tan” when Feliberto first felt called to start a ministry devoted to refugees 
and the poor in 1985. 
 
All are invited to attend this special day of celebration. RSVPs are needed 
for the lunch. Please call Southwest Good Samaritan Ministries at 956-233-
5198. 
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Disciple Oaks Retreat Center Workday, May 15 
 
It’s time to spruce up your Disciples camp in time for our churches’  
kids to visit us for camp season. All skill levels welcome. 
 
Saturday, May 15, 8a-2p (or come when you can) 
Disciple Oaks Retreat Center 
673 PR 3381, Gonzales 78629 
830-437-2900 
 
Stay overnight Friday in the dorms and have lunch – on us! Please contact Dale Fowler, 
Program Manager, at 830-437-2900 or daledcci@aim.com, for reservations or questions. 
 
Thanks to Dwight West, one of many Camp Gonzo enthusiasts, we now have a Facebook roadtrip event 
for this workday. You can tell us you’re coming there as well: http://bit.ly/9QSQtD. While you’re there, join 
our Facebook group – Disciple Oaks Retreat Center! Subscribe to our e-news, The Leaflet, on the bottom 
of our Web homepage: DiscipleOaksRetreat.net. 
 
Thanks to all who share their work ministry and time with us – we look forward to working with 
you! 
 
Workday Projects: 
• Mow around Activity Center 
• Weed-eat around Activity Center 
• Mow around Lodge 
• Weed-eat around Lodge 
• Mow around Lindley Center 
• Weed-eat around Lindley Center 
• Mow around Office 
• Weed-eat around Office 
• Trim hedges around Activity Center 
• Trim hedges around Lodge 
• Trim hedges around Office 
• Trim low tree branches 
• Cut back branches and undergrowth from walking path through woods 
• Transport fallen tree limbs, clippings, cuttings, trimmed branches to burn pile 
• Seal water leaks where patio roof meets side of Activity Center 
• Replace roof on Office Building 
• Install gutter above front door of Lodge meeting room 
• Replace 1x4 trim boards at the Lodge & paint 
• Replace 2 outside light fixtures at Lodge 
• Repair/replace window screen(s) on Lodge room windows  
• Repair window screen in screen door on front of Lindley Center  
• Repair/replace electrical outlets, breakers, outlet boxes & covers at RV sites 
• Rebuild wooden fence around propane tank near Activity Center  
• Rebuild wooden fence around electric service entrance near Activity Center  
• Rebuild wooden fence around trash dumpster near Activity Center  
• Replace fallen boards on wooden fence around pool equipment near Activity Center  
• Build 2 doors for exterior a/c closets on Lodge meeting room 
• Mow around storage building (old office) & lift station 



Bluebonnet Area/Lower Rio Grande Valley District of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest Region Page 6 May 2010 

 
2010 Summer Camp Info 

 
CYF Conference 

(completed grades 9-12) 

June 20-26, 2010 
Registration Fee: $280 by May 20th  

Late Registration Fee: $320 after May 20th 

 
Eighters’ Camp 

(completed grade 8) 

June 27-July 3, 2010 
Registration Fee: $280 by May 27th  

Late Registration Fee: $320 after May 27th 

 
Beginners’ Camp 

(completed grades 2-3) 

July 6-9, 2010 
Registration Fee: $165 by June 6th  

Late Registration Fee: $205 after June 6th 

 
Chi Rho Camp 

(completed grades 6-7) 

July 11-17, 2010 
Registration Fee: $280 by June 11th  

Late Registration Fee: $320 after June 11th 

 
Junior Camp 

(completed grades 4-5) 

July 18-23, 2010 
Registration Fee: $250 by June 18th  

Late Registration Fee: $290 after June 18th 



 

 

Eighter’s Camp 
For those who have completed the 8th grade 

 
Disciple Oaks Retreat Center 

Gonzales, Texas 
 
 

June 27-July 3, 2010 
 
 

CREATED TO BE 
***ME*** 

“Fearfully and Wonderfully Made!” 
 

Keynoters:  Donna Atkinson and Jim Hamilton of CLER Ministries 
 

Rev. Randy Frye, BBA Director - (512) 398-3129 
Rev. Scott Miller, CPA Director - (409) 962-7714 

 
Arrive on Sunday, June 27th at 4:30 p.m.  Depart on Saturday, July 3rd at 10:30 a.m.  

 
Campers receive a keynote address from Donna Atkinson and Jim Hamilton every 
morning.  Campers attend small group sessions twice a day for related activities 
and fellowship.  Donna Atkinson and Jim Hamilton conduct workshops each 
evening.  Youth participate in designing the evening worship services to reflect the 
keynote topic of the day.  The usual fun camping activities like swimming, crafts, 
games, singing, dance, and fellowship are all a part of this very special and unique 
camping experience. 

 
Late arrivals and early departures must be approved by the Director prior to camp. 
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BBA / CPA 
Beginners Camp 

For Children completing grade 2 or 3 
 
 

Beginnings … 
July 6—9, 2010 

 
 

Disciple Oaks Retreat Center 
Gonzales, Texas 

 

 
 
 

Arrive between 4:30 and 5:00 pm on Tuesday, July 6 
Camp will end at 10:00 am on Friday, July 9 

 
 
 

Camp will be a time for worshiping, 
learning, sharing, singing, 

dancing, creating, and playing! 
 
 
 

SSSEEEEEE YYYOOOUUU TTTHHHEEERRREEE!!! 
 
 
 

FFFooorrr mmmooorrreee iiinnnfffooorrrmmmaaatttiiiooonnn 
CCCPPPAAA::: CCCoooaaassstttaaalll PPPlllaaaiiinnnsss AAArrreeeaaa OOOffffffiiiccceee BBBBBBAAA:::  RRReeevvv... BBBeeettthhh GGGrrraaahhhaaammm 

777111333...777888999...888888222222 555111222...333666555...555777555999 
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BBA/CPA 

CCChhhiii RRRhhhooo CCCaaammmppp 
Youth who have just completed 6thor 7th  grade 

Disciple Oaks Retreat Center-Gonzales, Texas 

July 11-17, 2010 
 

PPPRRRAAAYYYEEERRR 
RRRAAADDDIIICCCAAALLLLLLYYY 
AAAFFFFFFEEECCCTTTSSS 
YYYOOOUUURRR 
EEEVVVEEERRRYYYDDDAAAYYY 
RRREEEAAALLLIIITTTYYY 

 
 

Theme 

P.R.A.Y.E.R. 
 

Scripture 
I Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
 

Prayer Blankets ........ Prayer Partners........Labyrinth Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer..... The Power of Prayer ... Prayer brings Peace 

Prayer Stations ...... Five Finger Prayer ........ Prayer Mats 
 
Come to Chi Rho Camp and experience a week of fun, faith, fellowship, and friendship! 

 
Games, songs, worship, free time, good times, small groups, labs, arts  & crafts, and much, 
much more! 

 
Come join us for this Chi Rho adventure as we continue on our faith  journey and discover the 
power of prayer and how prayer radically affects your everyday reality! 

 

Check-in: Sunday, July 11th between 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Closing Circle: Saturday, July 17th at 10:00 a.m. 

Please do not arrive before 10:00 a.m. so that we can complete our closing time with the youth 
 
 

Contact Maggie Mossler (BBA) at funtosee@gvtc.com or 

Madella Williams (CPA) at mwillia5@houstonisd.org 
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JUNIOR CAMP – 2010 
(for those who completed 4th or 5th grade) 

 

July 18 – 23 
*** Please note this camp runs Sunday thru Friday*** 

Disciple Oaks Retreat Center (GONZO) 
Gonzalez, TX 

 
 

CREATED BY GOD 
 
 
 
 

Handle with Care 
 
 

Campers and staff will be spending the week responding  
to God’s call to care for creation – considering the biblical mandate  

to be stewards of creation.  In addition to learning about being  
good stewards of the ultimate gift given us – we’ll be discovering  

specific ways to “Handle with Care.” 
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As the Coordinator Coordinates… Disciples Women’s Ministries 
 
Wow! Where has the time gone?  The Disciples Women in our area have been ex-
tremely busy.  We have met with our sisters in the Region and in our Clusters, 
and we have been challenged to raise the funds for a Regional staff person for 
Disciples Women.  Finally, it is time to get excited about our fall retreat.  So here 
is the scoop! 
 

• The BBA/LRGVD Disciples Women’s Retreat is September 24-26, 2010. 
 
• Theme --  “Singing the Lord’s Song in a World That’s Getting Stranger” 
 
• Keynotes given by our Regional Minister, Rev. Dani Loving Cartwright 
 
• Scripture – “How can we sing the songs of the Lord while in a foreign 

land?” Psalm 137 
 
• Lots of interesting workshops 
 
• New Registration Options this year – Full , One-night, and Saturday Only 

(see registration form) 
 
The registration form is available in the Chalice, and will be passed out at Area 
Assembly, and emailed or snail- mailed out.  Thanks to our Coordinator-Elect 
Melanie Holtz for working on the new professional registration form.  It is amaz-
ing the amount of information that she slipped into it this year. It is so nice to 
know someone who is so computer-literate. 
 
Please prayerfully consider joining us at the retreat this year.  See you there!   
 
Marilyn Petrick 
BBA/LRGVD DWM Coordinator 
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The Chalice 

 

A monthly publication of 
BBA/LRGVD Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 
Allen C. Allen, Area Minister Office: (210) 822-4345 
1744 W Gramercy Pl Fax: (210) 785-0830 
San Antonio, Texas 78201 Email: bba@ccsw.org 

 

 

BBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAYBBA TODAY            

 

MAY 
 
1 Area Assembly, Central Christian Church, San Antonio 
3 BBA Office Closed (the Monday after Area Assembly) 
8 SWGSM Celebrates 25th Anniversary, Bayview Facility 
15 DORC Board Meeting 
15 DORC Workday 8-2 
31 BBA Office Closed in Observance of Memorial Day 
 
JUNE 
 
20-26 BBA CYF Conference 
27-30 BBA/CPA Eighter’s Camp 
 
JULY 
 
1-3 BBA/CPA Eighter’s Camp 
6-9 BBA/CPA Beginner’s Camp 
11-17 BBA/CPA Chi Rho Camp 
18-23 BBA/CPA Junior Camp 
 
AUGUST 
 
14 DORC Board Meeting 
 
SEPTEMBER 
 
6 BBA Office Closed in Observance of Labor Day 
11 Clergy Leadership Institute, Austin, $35 
24-26 BBA/LRGVD Women’s Retreat, DORC, Gonzales 

We Want To Hear From You!  
 
Do you have a special event planned that you would 
like to share with other congregations across the BBA/
LRGVD? 
 
Have you had a special celebration (pastor’s birthday, 
ordination ceremony, graduation, church anniversary, 
community event, etc.)? 
 
Have you or your members served your community, 
state, or nation in a special way? 
 
Please let us know! Please send your stories and pic-
tures to Anna in the Area office (bba@ccsw.org) by 
the 15th of each month to include in the next 
month’s issue. 


