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A message from our Area Minister . ..

One of my favorite quotes is a statement attributed to Mark Twain. He said that “a friend is
someone who has no immediate plans for your improvement.” | certainly understand that
sentiment; there is something to be said for being accepted and accepting each other as we
are. A good friend is a blessing.

There is another quote that appeals to me as well. “God loves us just as we are... but God
loves us too much to leave us that way.” In fact, in this case acceptance is the prelude to
change. Aloving God is a blessing. Rightly understood, being in relationship with God moves
us through gratitude and obedience toward change and transformation. All things are new.
But, don’t we mightily resist becoming better? Isn’t it a challenge to live on this side of
Easter?

We are into the season of Eastertide. Of the Seasons of the Christian Year Eastertide is the
Season of change, transformation and rejoicing. Through Christ God has made us into a new

creation. We are a people of the Resurrection. He is risen, let the world rejoice!

May the blessings of this Season be yours...

Prayer Partner Church of the Week

May 1 Rolling Hills Cmmty Ch Gary Olsen, Pastor (512) 267-2942
May 8 SWGSM Feliberto Pereira, Ex Director (956) 233-5198
May 15 North Central CC Don Tuttle, Pastor (210) 481-3083
: May 22 Comforter CC Lydia & Samuel Felix, Pastors (512) 268-1136

May 29 Del Rio CC Jim Lewis, Pastor (830) 774-4141
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A Center of Continning Education for Disciples of Chmst
Fev. Juhe A Wood. Executrve Divector

March 14, 2011
Deear Colleagnas in Minstry,

The Texas Bible Chair Foundation cordially mvites vou to attend our next Clersy Leadership Institate.
It will ba held on Saturday, May 7, 2011 from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm at South Shore Christian Church,
4710 Sonth Alameda Street, Corpus Christi, Texas.

Please note this is a different locamen than the Tenn Clergy Leadersiop Insittute
AND 4 DTFFERENT DATE THAN ORIGINALLY ADVERTISED.

You do not have to have participated m anyv of owr previous sessions to attend the May Clergy Leadership
Institute. Each Institute 15 designed to stand omn its own.

The May session will focus on Multi-Culitoral Paztoral Care. The workshops will be led by Rew, Allen
C. Allen, Blusbonmet Avea Internm Avea Mimister, and Kev. Joe Jaime, Chaplain, Valley Baptizt
Hospatal, Hardmgen. The seszions will be availabls m both Englizh and Spamizh 1f needad.

Dhurmg our Clergy Leadershap Institutes over the past three vears, we averaged appromimately 25 clergvm
attendance at each session. The Institutes are designed for both ordained and hicensed clergy as well as
and women who are exploning a call to vocational mimsty. Bluebonnet Area licensed mimisters wall
recerve Contimning Education units from the BBA Department of Mimshy for attending the entire day.

CEU certificates will be distributed following the Closing Worship service. The courses are tanght by
ordammed mimsters and other scholars with zraduate-level degrees.

Attached 1= a registration form for you to use. Linuted scholarzslops are available. We would encowrage
any church or individual who is able to send an extra regstration fee in order to make more scholarship
meney available for this training.
Also, pleaze mark yvour calendars for the final Clergy Leadership Institate in 2011

Saturday, September 10, 2011 at Rolling Oaks Chrizitan Choreh in San Antonio

Pleaze call or email e with any questions or if vou neesd additional informaton about the Clergy
Leadsrzlop Institute. Ilook forward to sseing vou thers!

Bleszings,
Tulie A Wood

2007 University Avenne « Anstin, Texas TETOS » phone 512-477-6104 x14 » email: TexasBibleCham & yvahoo. com
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Like, totally 8Os dance

€ome join us for a totally radical dance to support the
POP ROCCS Youth Group Relay for Life Team.

Prizes will be awarded for most fashionably 80°s.

£5.00 a¢ the door.
Refreshments will be available.

Rolling Oaks Christian Church
7150 Stahl Road
San Antonio, Texas 78247

Contact person: Emily Wycpalek
Phone: 210-654-1744
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United Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
P.O. Box 26 Taylor, TX 76574

(512) 352-2753
Rev. Beth Graham, Co- Pastor
Rev. Clarence Hodrick, Co- Pastor

March 30, 2011
Dear Ministers, Youth Directors, and Youth Sponsors,

Summer Camp 2011 is rapidly approaching! Enclosed you will find registration materials and
camp information for all of our summer camps. Please make sure to read ALL the information
so you can help us inform the parents about camps!

The forms are all in white for your ease when duplicating. The Registration Form has been
updated, so please use the one that says “Youth” in the upper left corner and has “2011” on it.

Please be sure that your camper, the parent, the notary, and the minister all complete necessary
information contained on the form. We strongly suggest each church advertise a Camp Sign-Up
Sunday with a notary present. This makes completing the form much easier on everyone. All
signatures, which can be found on the front page of the Registration Form, are required.
Payment should be made out to the Bluebonnet Area on a church check. Please do not send part
of the payment on a parent check and the other part on a church check, this is very difficult to
process.

Please make every effort to submit completed original forms to the Area office prior to the
deadlines. No registrations will be accepted after the final deadline for each event. We get lots
of phone calls and e-mails at the last minute. It is very difficult for Camp Directors to plan and
prepare for campers with last minute additions! We want as many kids as possible to go to each
camp. Please turn your forms in early. Make sure to have your Church Camp Registration Day
before the registration deadline! If you have one or two kids you are still waiting on, send in the
completed forms and the regular fee will only be assessed to the stragglers.

Please remember, summer camp is different from rallies. In order to serve as a Small Group
Leader for summer camp, you have to attend sexual misconduct training and pass an exam (this
occurs at camp). You have to have a background check completed by the Area Office. You
have to be invited by the Director. Many of our staffs are being formed or have been completed.
If you are interested in volunteering for a camp, please contact the Area Office or me. Adults
who volunteer themselves at the last minute will not be permitted to remain at camp!

If you have any questions please feel free to call me at (512) 365-5759 or e-mail me at
Bgraham403@aol.com. Thanks for all you do for our youth!

In His Service,

Rev. Beth Graham
Outdoor Ministry Committee Chair
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BBA/LRGVD Summer Camp Dates & Fees

BBA CYF Conference (completed 9"-12" grades) June 12-18, 2011
Directors: Cathy Guertin and Jack Knox

Early-Bird Fee $280.00 by May 11™ ($320.00 after)
Absolutely No Registrations Accepted After May 28"

BBA/CPA Eighter’s Camp (completed 8w grade) June 26-July 2, 2011
Directors: Scott Miller (CPA) and Randy Frye (BBA)

Early-Bird Fee $280.00 by May 26 ($320.00 after)

Absolutely No Registrations Accepted After June 10w

BBA/CPA Beginners Camp (completed 2nd & 3rd grades) July 6-9, 2011
Directors: TBA (CPA) and Beth Graham (BBA)

Early-Bird Fee $165.00 by June 6t ($205.00 after)

Absolutely No Registrations Accepted After June 17w

BBA/CPA Chi Rho Camp (completed 6t & 7w grades) July 17-23, 2011
Directors: Madella Williams (CPA) and Maggie Mossler (BBA)
Early-Bird Fee $280.00 by June 17t ($320.00 after)

Absolutely No Registrations Accepted After July 1st

BBA/CPA Junior Camp (completed 4t & 5t grades) July 24-29, 2011
Directors: John Malget (CPA) and Cari Fowler (BBA)
Early-Bird Fee $250.00 by June 24t ($290.00 after)

Absolutely No Registrations Accepted After July 8

Registration forms can be found online at
www.bluebonnetarea.org (Events and Calendar pages)
Or
contact the BBA Office at bba@ccsw.org or (210) 822-4345
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WHERE ARE THE CAMPS HELD?

All camps are conducted at the Disciple Oaks Retreat Center located just a few miles south of Gonzales, Texas.
Address: 673 Private Road 3381 - Gonzales, Texas 78629.

HOW DO | REGISTER?

Carefully fill out the Registration Form (both sides) and have the required persons read and sign the Form in the
appropriate places. THEN HAVE THE FORM NOTARIZED. Obtain a check or money order for the appropriate camp fee
made payable to the Coastal Plains Area. Please make sure that payment is for the full fee. We realize that many
churches pay a portion of camp fees, but only one check or money order for the full fee should be submitted. In
other words, please do not send two checks: for example, one check for % the camp fee from your parent/quardian and
another check for % the camp fee from your church. The best plan is for your church to write one check for the full
registration fees for all youth who will be attending the camp from your church and have the youths’ parents/guardians
reimburse the church for the portions that they are responsible for paying. Send the Registration Form and fee payment
to the BBA/CPA Office at the address shown on the Registration Form. Registration is not considered complete until the
Form and fee, as described above, are received in the CPA Office. NO PART OF THE REGISTRATION PROCESS MAY
BE ACCOMPLISHED BY TELEPHONE! NEITHER FAXED REGISTRATION FORMS NOR E-MAIL RESERVATIONS
WILL BE ACCEPTED.

WHEN ARE THE REGISTRATION DEADLINES?

The registration deadlines are shown on the tri-folded brochure that was included with this information brochure. Please
note that there is a discounted registration fee for those who register by an earlier date. The only person(s) authorized to
grant an exception to the registration deadline for a camp is the Director(s) for that camp. You may contact a Director by
calling the BBA Office (210-822-4345) or CPA Office (713-789-8822) which will make the necessary arrangements for your
contact. Campers will not be allowed to stay at camp unless the BBA/CPA Office has processed your Form.

CAN | GET A REFUND IF | REGISTER BUT THEN CAN’T GO?

NON-
EMERGENCY EMERGENCY
REFUND REFUND
TIMING OF REQUEST TO BBA/CPA OFFICE AMOUNT AMOUNT
Written request received 7 days or more before start of camp 100 % 100%
Written request received 7 days or less before start of camp 100 % 80 %
During camp - Written request received no later than 7 days after camp 50 % No Refund

DROP-OF AND PICK-UP TIMES
Information regarding drop-off and pick-up times for campers attending camp will be included in the letter from the Camp
Director(s) prior to camp. Emergencies do happen, but please call and notify the Camp Director of a delayed arrival.

THINGS TO BRING AND NOT BRING

Every camper whose registration is accepted will receive a letter from the Camp Director(s), which will include a list of
items to bring. Such items typically include: daily changes of clean shorts, shirts, underclothes and socks; one or two
swim suits; one swimming towel and one bath towel; “flip-flop” or equivalent shoes for pool and shower; toiletries (soap,
toothpaste, tooth brush, hair brush, shampoo); hygiene articles; two pairs of tennis shoes; dirty clothes bag; sleeping bag
or two flat (single) sheets (no fitted sheets) and a medium weight bed spread or blanket; pillow; hat; sun glasses; sun
screen or lotion; flashlight with batteries; insect repellent; Bible; two or three pens; stationery, stamps, envelopes, and
addresses; camera and film; money for candy and soft drinks from the Sugar Shack (no more than $2.00 per day); money
for souvenirs from the Sugar Shack (optional-souvenirs may be purchased at drop-off and pick-up times); items that are
helpful in skits (funny hats, wigs, CD of stage sounds, etc.); personal first aid products. It is highly recommended that the
camper’s name be marked on everything with an indelible marker.

Items which are NOT allowed at camp include: fireworks, illegal drugs, alcohol, guns and other firearms, knives. Things
which should not be brought to camp include: expensive clothes and jewelry, prized personal belongings (watches,
lockets, photographs with sentimental significance); candy, cookies and other food and drink items; silly string, money
(except for the Sugar Shack and souvenirs).

iPods, MP3 players and portable CD players MAY be allowed for use ONLY during rest periods. The Director’s letter will
specifically state whether these items will be permitted.
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SENDING MAIL AND PACKAGES TO YOUR CAMPER

Campers love to get mail and packages and we encourage families and friends to send them. But, there are a few things
that should be kept in mind. Campers are not allowed to eat or store food in the dormitory areas and there is no secure
area for them to keep food items in the recreational area. So, if someone sends a package with lots of candy and other
food items, it may make a camper deliriously happy and sick as he or she tries to eat everything at one time to avoid the
possibility of losing it. Of course, they could always share with the other campers (but usually do not).

Also, remember that it is HOT in Gonzales, Texas in the summer time. And chocolate and similar items melt even while in
route to camp via U.S. Mail or UPS or FedEx (or whatever). Please allow several days for mail (especially packages) to
get to the Disciple Oaks Retreat Center. Gonzales does not have a huge Post Office or a UPS Office. Many families and
friends who send packages send them a day or two before the camp begins. Packages which arrive at the camp after the
camp is over are not returned to the senders.

TELEPHONE CALLS

The telephone number of the Disciple Oaks Retreat Center Office is 1-830-437-2900. This number should NOT be
called in an attempt to contact a camper for a casual conversation. It is for business and emergency use only.
Parents/Guardians and others may also call the BBA Office (210-822-4345) or the CPA Office (713-789-8822) for business
and emergency matters.

Campers are not allowed to make telephone calls to their homes or other places for social reasons, including
resolving homesickness.

NURSE AND MEDICATIONS

The camp has a person who will serve as the Camp Nurse. This person has received the necessary training and
certification to meet the requirements of the governmental and accreditation agencies, which have authority over the
camp facility.

At the time of arrival, all campers who will be on medications during the camp must meet with the Camp Nurse. In
general, all medications must be turned over to the Camp Nurse for storage and dispensing to the campers at the
prescribed times. The nurse may assign the dispensing of medications to the camper or a Director/Small Group Leader
depending upon the nature of the camper’'s condition, type of medication, dependency upon the medication, and the
camper’s maturity level.

Please make sure that a camper who must receive medication during camp brings a sufficient quantity of the medication
with him/her and that the medication arrives in the original container with dosage and storage instructions. Campers who
take medication for psychological or attention disorders need their medicine for a good camping experience.
Please send such medicine with the camper unless otherwise directed by a health care professional.

GROUP PHOTOGRAPH
A group photograph will be made at each camp. The cost for this photograph is included in the camp fee. Depending
upon the arrangements for making and processing the photographs, they may be distributed before camp ends or mailed
to the campers at a later date.

MAP TO THE DISCIPLES CONFERENCE CENTER
A

!
24 Miles North

To San Antonio s 1H-10 HOUSTON

T7T SCHULENBERG

!
SHIT 3 | |
18 Miles [ TAKE IH-10 WEST. GO ABOUT 24 MILES
i WEST OF SCHULENBERG TO STATE
GONZALES HWY 87 TURN LEFT ON SH-87 GO
: ! SOUTH 19 MILES TO GONZALES GO
WATCH FOR i e SOUTH QUT OF GONZALES ON US-183
GREENHWY ——— US HWY 183 - 6-172 Miles  ABOUT 8-1/2 MILES. TURN RT JUST PAST

SIGMN THE DCC GREEN HWY SIGN. YOU'RE AT

P

[ oiscipies ‘ THE CONFERENCE CENTER IF YOU GET
CONFERENCE ‘ LOST, CALL (830) 437-5736 FOR RESCUE
center | | | OR DIRECTIONS
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CYF Conference

Theme: Seasons of the Church

June 12™-18" 2011

For those who have mmﬁletﬂd the
gth-1 2th grades

Keynoter: Enhance your faith journey by

celebrating the seasons of the

church and sharing Christian
fellowship!

Arthur Stewart

Directors:

Cathy Guertin s
Camp Gonzo at Disciple Oaks Retreat
{Zlﬂll 563-9524 Center in Gonzales, TX

673 Private Road 3381
JECk Knox Gonzales, TX 785629

(512) 396-1926
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Eighter’s Camp
For those who have completed the 8" grade

Disciple Oaks Retreat Center
Gonzales, Texas

June 26 - July 2, 2011

CREATED TO BE
ke s\ [ % ok ok

“Feadfully and Wonderfully Mlade!”

Keynoters: Rob and Beth Morris of CLER Mimstries

Rev. Randy Frye, BBA Director - (512) 398-3129
Rev. Scott Miller, CPA Director - (409) 962-7714

Arrive on Sunday, June 26® from 4:30 p.m. to 5:15 p.m.
Depart on Saturday, July 2™ at 10:30 a.m.

Campers receive a keynote address from Rob and Beth Momis every mommg.
Campers attend small group sessions twice a day for related activites and
fellowship. Rob and Beth Moms conduct workshops each evening. Youth
parficipate in designing the evening worship services to reflect the keymote topic of
the day. The usual fun camping activities like swimming, crafts, games, singing,
dance, and fellowship are all a part of this very special and umique camping
EXperience.

Late arrivals and early departures must be approved by the Director prior to camp.




Page 12

Bluebonnet Area/Lower Rio Grande Valley District of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest Region

May 2011

““““
.....
llll

Tor where : “Treasure Is,

fﬁm#aur eart will e alze

Ahoy Maties!

It's time for

Beginner's Camp 2011

Sailors who have completed the
2™ or 3™ grades

are welcome aboard|

We set zail

July 6-9, 2011

Disciples Oaks Retreat Center (Camp Gonzo)
Arrival time: 4:30 pm on July &M
Pick up time: 10:00 am on July 9™

Join us as we set sail in search of

our treasure, Jesus Christ!
We'lf search for our treasure as we swim,

do crafts, play, learn, sing, and worship.

Directors:
BBA: Rev. Beth Graham CPA: TBA
Bgraham403&aol.com cpa®cpadisciples.org

512-365-5759 713-789-8822




Page 13 Bluebonnet Area/Lower Rio Grande Valley District of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest Region M ay 2011

Chi Rho Summer Camp

(Completed 6th or 7th Grade)

July 17-23, 2011

Arive Sunday between 3 and 5 pm.
Depart SﬂTurd-:::n,r 10:15 am,

Camp Gonzo

@Disciple Oaks Retreat Center in Gonzales, TX

Living Water...John 7:38

Water Olympics

Beach Party Bichi
ishing

Canoeing
Paddle Boats Walking on Water
Water Colors

Water Communion
Pool Fan Foot Washing

Keynoter: Rev. Herb Murray

Camp Directors: Rev, Madella Wiliams, 713-501-7341
Rev. Maggie Mossler, 830-708-5536
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Our
INCREDIBLE
JOURNEY

MATTHEW & : 19

BEA ano CPA

2011 Junior CamP

(COMPLETED FOURTH AND FIFTH GRADE)

JuLy 24 - 29

DiscipLe Oaks RETREAT CENTER
GoNZALES, TEXAS

CHECk in 15 FrOM 4:30 To 5:00 pm on JuLy 24.
PLEASE PLAN TO ARRIVE BY 5:00 pM.
CAMP wILL BE OVER AT 10:30 am on Jury 29.
PLEASE DO NOT ARRIVE BEFORE 10:15 Am
50 THAT WE CAN COMPLETE OUR CLOSING TIME.

WE wiLL BE FOLLOWING IN JESUS' FOOTSTEPS AS WE VISIT MANY
OF THE PLACES AND PEOPLE WHO WERE TOUCHED BY HIM.
Join Us THIS SUMMER ON OUR INCREDIBLE JOURNEY.

MORE INFORMATION

CoastaL PLains Area DirReCTOR BLUEsoNNET AREA DIRECTOR
REev. Joun MALGET Rev. Cari FowLER
REVIMALGET{DEARTHLINK NET CARIF@ME.COM
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a4 ‘\../ \ 1Y (512) 535-0625
: = - 2

The Sweet Life

Savoring Time with God

Ephesians 3:20-21

Bluebonnet Area/LRGVD

Disciples Women's Retreat

Septem.ﬁer 23-25, 2011
Disciple Oaks Retreat Center,
Gonzales, TX

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Sheila Spencer

Office of Disciples Women in Indianapﬂlis

Mark your calendars now and plan to register
early to get the best room assignments.
Lodge rooms fill up fast!

The registration forms will be available on
April 29th at both the Area Assembly or
download a copy at the BBA website
www.bluebonnetarea.org

For event information contact
. Melanie Holtz, Coordinator

} @ melanie@holtz.biz
L

v
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Fishing at DORC's 20th Anniversaty
Open House & Celebration
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BBA TODAY

(for more information on these events and others please visit our online calendar at www.bluebonnetarea.org)

MAY

7 Clergy Leadership Institute, South Shore CC, 9:30-3:30

9 LRGVD Mentor Group, FCC Edinburg at 7:00 p.m.

9-11 Regional Clergywoman’s Retreat, Glen Lake Camp & Retreat Center
10 Capital Cluster Meeting, Hyde Park CC at 12:00 p.m.

14 DORC Workday

14 Capital Mentor Group, Hyde Park CC at 10:00 a.m.

19 Coastal Cluster Meeting, South Shore CC, 12:00 p.m.

25 Alamo Cluster Meeting, Rolling Oaks CC at 11:30 a.m.

JUNE

5-10 Instituto de Verano para Ministerios Hispanos, Brite Divinity School
10-12 Women’s Assembly

12 CYF Summer Camp, DORC, Gonzales

18 Texas Bible Chair Board Meeting, FCC Smithville, 10:00 a.m.

26-30 Eighters’ Summer Camp, DORC, Gonzales

We Want To Hear From You!

Do you have a special event planned that you would like to share with other congregations across the BBA/LRGVD?

.......%

T event, etc.)?

Have you or your members served your community, state, or nation in a special way?

¢ month to include in the next month's issue.

+ Have you had a special celebration (pastor’s birthday, ordination ceremony, graduation, church anniversary, community

+ Please let us know! Please send your stories and pictures to Anna in the Area office (bba@ccsw.org) by the 15th of each
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